NIH POLICY CHANGES 2025: Other Support, Research Security, the grant application

process, and international collaborations.

As of September 26, 2025, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) has issued several significant
policy changes since June 2025, with major updates focused on international collaborations,

research security, and changes to the grant application process.

DISCLOSURES OF OTHER SUPPORT

e Training on disclosure requirements in Other Support forms: NIH has reminded
institutions that senior/key personnel must be trained on how to complete their
Current/Pending (Other Support) disclosures, including internal policies and procedures
that George Mason has developed.

o Additional information on Current and Pending/Other Support forms.

o George Mason’s policy on disclosure requirements.

RESEARCH SECURITY AND INTEGRITY

e Research Security Training (RST) requirements: NIH continues to work with other
Federal research agencies to finalize guidance on the development of research security
training and a centralized process for recipients to certify compliance. We anticipate that
future guidance will require completion of RST prior to NIH proposal submission and
that the Research Security Training (Condensed) module available in MasonLeaps will
satisfy this requirement. This training also satisfies October 2025 NSF requirements that

RST must be completed prior to proposal submission.

o Restrictions on Al use in applications: Effective for applications submitted on or after

September 25, 2025, the NIH will not accept applications that are substantially developed
by artificial intelligence. Misconduct resulting from Al use, such as plagiarism, may lead

to referrals to the Office of Research Integrity.

e Policy on human biospecimens: A new policy was announced on September 24, 2025,

to enhance security measures for human biospecimens.

e Required Security and Operational Standards for NIH Controlled-Access Data

Repositories: A new policy was announced on September 24, 2025, implementing
consistent and robust protocols to ensure NIH controlled-access data are appropriately

safeguarded
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https://osp.gmu.edu/proposal-development/current-and-pending/
https://masonleaps.gmu.edu/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-132.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-160.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-159.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-159.html

GRANT APPLICATION AND REPORTING CHANGES

o Funding opportunity announcements: Starting October 1, 2025, all funding

opportunity notices will be posted exclusively on Grants.gov, no longer appearing in
the NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts. You can set up searches and alerts for funding
opportunity in grants.gov and in SPIN. Contact your Department pre-award Research

Administrator with questions.

o Biosketch and Other Support form updates: The implementation of new Common

Forms for the Biographical Sketch and Other Support was delayed, with previews
available in SciENcv from September 2025.

o Public Access Policy: As of July 1, 2025, the 2024 policy removed the 12-month

embargo period for publications from NIH-funded research, requiring immediate public

availability of author accepted manuscripts. This was announced in NOT-OD-25-047. If

you encounter difficulties with publishers, please contact the University library at

datahelp@gmu.edu.

o Inclusion policies: Revisions to policies on including women and minorities in clinical

research were made on August 16, 2025, to align with Executive Order 14168.

e Animal costs: Effective October 1, 2025, costs for rehoming and retiring experimental

animals are allowable for grant recipients.

o Application submission limit: Effective September 25, 2025, and fully implemented

January 1, 2026, Principal Investigators are limited to six grant applications annually.
OSP has done analysis of the number of proposals submitted in past years, and finds
NO Mason faculty should be impacted by this limitation.

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION AND FOREIGN SUBAWARDS

« New grant structure for foreign collaborators: Effective for due dates on or after

January 25, 2026, the NIH is replacing the traditional foreign subaward process with a

new, transparent grant structure for international collaborations.

o Foreign organizations receiving funding will be issued a distinct, linked award

with its own Principal Investigator.
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-143.html
https://spin.infoedglobal.com/Authorize/Login
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-152.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-101.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-047.html
mailto:datahelp@gmu.edu
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-131.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-163.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-132.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-155.html

o This eliminates the practice of "nesting" foreign subawards under a parent grant

and is intended to enhance accountability and national security.

o Updated policy on foreign subawards: Since May 2025, the NIH has moved to prohibit

new foreign subawards and has provided updated implementation guidance for existing

foreign collaborations.
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https://www.grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-104.html

