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2024 NIH Public Access Policy

NIH updated its Public Access Policy effective date to July 1.

• Moved from December 2025 to July 1, 2025.

• This policy will replace the 2008 NIH Public Access Policy.

Final peer-reviewed manuscripts are required to be submitted to 
PubMed Central (PMC) for immediate public access – the 12-month 
embargo period has been eliminated.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-101.html


2024 NIH Public Access Policy

• The policy applies to manuscripts accepted for publication on or 
after July 1, 2025.

• The policy impacts researchers who publish a journal article 
accepted for publication (author accepted manuscript) resulting in 
whole or in part from NIH funding.

• The policy applies to existing and new grants.



Manuscript Submissions

• Final peer-reviewed manuscripts are required to be submitted to 
PubMed Central (PMC) for immediate public access.

• Grantees grant the NIH the right to make the manuscript available without 
embargo.

• Submit the final published article to PMC from a journal that has a 
formal agreement with the National Library of Medicine.

OR

• Submit the final peer-reviewed manuscript to PMC directly.



Information for Authors

Pay attention to the author agreement to ensure that the agreement is not in 
conflict with the elimination of the 12-month embargo.

Before submitting a manuscript to a journal review the publisher policies and 
publisher required embargos to ensure they are not in conflict with NIH’s Public 
Access Policy. 

Authors Alliance’s NIH Public Access Policy: Q&A for Authors provides more 
detailed information about navigating NIH and publisher policies.

Register for June 18th Authors Alliance + SPARC Q&A webinar. “Accelerated NIH 
Public Access Deadline: FAQs for Authors, Librarians and Research 
Administrators”

https://www.authorsalliance.org/2025/06/06/the-nih-public-access-policy-qa-for-authors/
https://sparcopen-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/lFnRySYnRGKg2I9Q1NYAiQ#/registration
https://sparcopen-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/lFnRySYnRGKg2I9Q1NYAiQ#/registration
https://sparcopen-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/lFnRySYnRGKg2I9Q1NYAiQ#/registration


Publication Costs

Supplemental Guidance to the 2024 NIH Public Access Policy: 
Publication Costs NOT-OD-25-048

• Submission to PMC is free.

• Authors do not have to pay an article processing charge to comply. 

• APCs are an allowable cost.

• NIH notes that any additional fee requested by the journal publisher during the 
publication process for submission to PMC is not an allowable cost under the new 
policy.

• George Mason University Libraries have agreements with some publishers 
to offset/cover APCs.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-048.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-048.html
https://infoguides.gmu.edu/collections/OA
https://infoguides.gmu.edu/collections/OA
https://infoguides.gmu.edu/collections/OA


Licenses and Rights

Supplemental Guidance to the 2024 NIH Public Access Policy: 
Government Use License and Rights NOT-OD-25-049

• NIH “reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to 
reproduce, publish, or otherwise use the work for Federal purposes and to 
authorize others to do so.”

• This language, included as part of this submission statement to PubMed 
Central, states:

• “I hereby grant to NIH, a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce, 
publish, or otherwise use this work for Federal purposes and to authorize others to do 
so. This grant of rights includes the right to make the final, peer-reviewed manuscript 
publicly available in PubMed Central upon the Official Date of Publication.” 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-049.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-049.html


Getting Help

Instructions for Submitting to PubMed Central (PMC)

• Overview of submission methods

• Which journals automatically submit to PMC? 

University Libraries agreements with publishers

• The Libraries have agreements to help cover article processing charges 
(APCs). Consult this page for a list of publisher agreements.

Research Data Management Basics page on policy updates from NIH 
and other agencies.

https://sharing.nih.gov/public-access-policy/submitting-to-pubmed-central
https://sharing.nih.gov/public-access-policy/submitting-to-pubmed-central#overview-of-submission-methods
https://sharing.nih.gov/public-access-policy/submitting-to-pubmed-central#overview-of-submission-methods
https://sharing.nih.gov/public-access-policy/determine-submission-methods
https://sharing.nih.gov/public-access-policy/determine-submission-methods
https://infoguides.gmu.edu/collections/OA
https://infoguides.gmu.edu/data-management/policies


Contact Us

Sharing data, data management, data management plans, open data. Data and 
Digital Scholarship Services (DDSS): datahelp@gmu.edu

Publisher/authors agreements, copyright/licensing, open access, and related 
scholarly communications questions contact: 
Emilie Algenio, Open Educational Resources and Scholarly Communications 
Lead. ealgenio@gmu.edu https://infoguides.gmu.edu/oap/access

Sharing manuscripts in the Mason Archival Repository Service (MARS), 
manuscript versions, journal policies contact:

Joanna Lee, Digital Publishing Lead, jlee44@gmu.edu. 
https://mars.gmu.edu/home

mailto:datahelp@gmu.edu
mailto:ealgenio@gmu.edu
https://infoguides.gmu.edu/oap/access
mailto:jlee44@gmu.edu
https://mars.gmu.edu/home
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